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Introduction
● Seattle Public Schools (SPS) has 
consisted of galvanized pipes coated with 
an interior zinc covering 
● These coatings have peeled away over 
time, causing mass lead contamination
● The smallest consumption of lead by 
children can harm their peripheral and 
central nervous systems
● This is considered a sustainability issue
● Addressing this issue should be of the 
highest priority of SPS systems
and local governments.

Flint Findings:
Based on the the events that have occurred within Flint, 
Michigan, since 2014 we were able to note the different 
steps Seattle should take according to their experience. 
We did so by focusing in areas such as:

● How lead got in the water?
● What interventions were implemented?
● How were low SES individuals affected?

Cost and benefit:
● $9.25 million for water fixtures
● $33 million for the water pipes
● $500,000 for the NOAH filter system
● Estimated total cost: $42.75 million

Proposed Solution:
Our proposal consists of 3 main steps: 

● Testing and replacing water fixtures . 
● Water pipe testing and replacement for 

sinks with water above 1 ppb lead. 
● NOAH program installed to flush out water 

for 3 minutes when lead concentration levels 
are too high.

Seattle Findings:
The House Bill 1139 was submitted as a result of the 
lead in SPS since 1991. 

● As of 2021 this bill was passed and Seattle will 
begin testing and replacing contaminated 
water fixtures in schools. 

● The clean water provided by Seattle Public 
Utilities (SPU) has been found to be lead -free 
when leaving SPU facilities. 

● The actual contamination of such water 
happens when the water enters the SPS.

Conclusion:
Ultimately, it is much more beneficial to replace pipes 
and provide new water fixtures, rather than to pay for 
extensive health care. Our solutions have discovered 
that it is much more feasible to replace the pipes that 
are bringing forth such lead contamination, than to 
fund any lead poisoning health concerns these children 
may obtain long -term. We also call on everyone to pay 
more attention to the rights of minorities and water 
safety. 


	Slide Number 1

